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WHAT IS BMX?
Bicycle motocross (BMX) is currently the fastest 
growing youth sport in North America AND is the 
latest addition to the Olympics.  

The sport of BMX was created by kids, for kids.  
Back in the early 1970’s, a group of young riders 
were pretending to be their favorite motorcycle 
racing heroes by “racing” around a vacant dirt lot, 
twisting the imaginary throttle while they pedaled 
their bicycles.  Thus, BMX was born.

That desire and vision has evolved into a full-blown 
sport in which riders compete on established dirt 
tracks elevating themselves to “hero” status.  A 
typical race around a BMX track will last about 50 
seconds pitting a rider against up to 7 other riders all 
going for the gold.  Races are organized according 
to age group and skill levels, so everyone gets the 
opportunity to compete on a fair level.  

BMX offers every rider the ability to participate at his 
or her own pace…NO ONE SITS ON THE BENCH! 
There are no coaches deciding who gets to play 
everyone gets into the action.

LOW COST FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT...
For many families, BMX racing becomes a weekly 
ritual. Spectators are always FREE and everyone is 
welcome to come and cheer on the racer (or racers) 
in the family or other friends.  It is also quite common 
to see mom, dad, brother and sister ALL racing within 
their own classes.

BMX is a true family-oriented sport proving that 

you don’t have to spend a lot to enjoy an activity 
together.

WHO WILL I RACE?
One fundamental aspect of BMX racing is that 
participants will compete with others their same 
age and skill level. Unlike other sports, BMX offers 
three proficiencies per age: Novice, Intermediate 
and Expert.  New riders are classified as Novice 
and, as their ability increases, they will move 
through the skill levels.  This structure ensures 
that riders will consistently encounter the fairest 
level of competition while always being challenged.

IT’S EASY TO GET INVOLVED!!!
ANY bike can be outfitted to suit BMX. This 
includes the beginner bike with smaller wheels 
or the mountain bike with gears.  However, a few 
adjustments may be required to make them a bit 
more safe.  Each bike needs to have padding on 
the handlebar crossbar, the stem and the top tube 
of the frame. Also, the kickstand and any reflector 
brackets will need to be removed, adding to that 
safety aspect.  Riders are required to wear long 
pants, long sleeve shirts, enclosed shoes and a 
helmet (no fancy uniforms or special type of cloth-
ing is required). If you don’t have a helmet, the 
track will most likely have “loaners” for you to use.  

When all of the equipment is in place, make your 
way to the track’s registration area and get your 
FREE 1-DAY membership.  You are now ready to 
experience the thrills of BMX.

SELF ESTEEM
Builds confidence 
and teaches kids 
about setting and 
reaching goals.  

PHYSICAL FITNESS
Developing strong 
minds and bodies.

DISCIPLINE
Helps kids to focus 
energy in a positive 
direction.

BMX had its debut in the 
2008 Summer Olympics

There are over 350 USA 
BMX tracks across the 
U.S.,Canada & Puerto Rico

Riders race against 
kids their own age and 
skill level

Riders have the ability 
to earn district, state, 
regional and national 
rankings and awards
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THIS GROUP IS SHARING THIS INFORM
ATION THROUGH THE SCHOOL DISTRICT. THE 

EVENT OR PROGRAM
 IS NOT INITIATED OR SUPERVISED BY THE DISTRICT.
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BICYCLE M
OTOCROSS RACING-THE NEW

EST OLYM
PIC SPORT

The USA won the Gold and Silver in the M
en’s Finals and Bronze in the 

W
om

en’s Finals in the BM
X racing debut in Beijing.

If you love to ride your bike, BM
X is the sport for you. There are no team

s and no one sits on the 
bench. You com

pete against others your own age and proficiency. If you can ride a bike, you can 
take part in the exciting sport of BM

X. 

Com
e join us at our Open House

W
hen: Saturday, April 13, 2013 (Rain date April 14, 2013)

W
here: BM

X Track is located in South Park and is part of the Allegheny County Parks Dept.
Tim

e: 1:00-5:00 pm
 with 1st race of the season starting at 7:00 pm

Just bring your bike, a close face helm
et. (Loaner bikes and helm

ets available at the track) Long sleeve shirt 
and long pants (REQUIRED). Children under 18 years of age m

ust be accom
panied by a parent or legal 

guardian  in order to ride the track during open house. Free Hot Dogs from
 1:00-3:00 pm

 (while supplies last)

Any questions please call George Brain-Track Director: 412-337-2013
Track Hotline: 412-831-3620

If you are unable to m
ake it on this date-visit www.spbm

x.net for com
plete track schedule
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